The VLAP Program recommends that Cobbetts Pond residents take action to slow the eutrophication process.  Educate lake residents adopt the following practices:

· Adhere to the Shoreland Protection Law by not using fertilizers within 50 ft. of the shoreline and using only phosphate free fertilizers from 50 to 250 feet from the shoreline.

· Pump septic system holding tanks annually or at least every two years, and have systems 20 years or older inspected for failure.

· Do not dump san to create a beach at the water’s edge.  Sand dumping requires a permit and we recommend the construction of perched beaches to reduce sand erosion.

· Leave a vegetated buffer zone at the shoreline.  Plant native trees or shrubs to help absorb nutrients before they enter the water.

· Remove your pet’s waste from your yard; pet waste is a source of bacteria as well as phosphorus.

· Do not feed ducks or geese; feeding waterfowl can increase bacteria levels and contributes to phosphorus.

· Approach your town about creating a watershed ordinance to restrict development and ensure low impact development practices are employed.

· Start a program to identify each drainage culvert to the lake.  Watershed road runoff is a significant source of pollutants to the pond.

Thank you for your interest in protecting the water quality of Cobbetts Pond.  If you should have additional questions regarding your water quality data or implementing the best management practices please feel free to contact Jody Connor at (603) 271-3414 or jconnor@des.state.nh.us; or Sara Sumner at (603) 271-3658 or ssumner@des.state.nh.us.  
